WALL oWA WEEDS ‘

ugly friend ,%,m
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Margueriet's flower in Goethe's FAUST,
as she plucks the ray florets#and recites, **
“‘He loves me.He loyes me not. S
It's @ perennial, so each spring
w return not just for an oracle of love,
but also to harvest leaves for fresh Qa.lad.
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Oxeye Daisies, from Old English, deeges €éage—day’s eye—they open in the morning,
and close at night (Leucanthemum vulgare)—in a weedy pasture at 1450 m. Native of the Alps.
In high meadows, they are seen as a sure sign of hand-cutting and little fertilizer.
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Whitetop' or Hoary Cress (Lepidium draba), an invasive perehnial from ¢
| * Europe, reproducing from seed and creeping roots. Member of the Mustard
i family. Established in the early 1900's, and n

ow naturalized throughout the US.
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One week after flowering, the fruit appears which quickly
dries and falls apart into four or five caltrop-like—after
the spiked metal ball thrown on the ground to impede
chariots or cavalry horses—single-seeded nutlets.
These sport two or three pointed spines sharp enough

- to easily puncture bicycle tires
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Goathead, Puncturevine Biker's bane (Tribulus terristris) An m-Eswe annual
of gravel roadsides, to 110*)‘§nd.Jsed in Chinese medicine as ci ji li R7%&%R
- and as a tonic in Indian Ayurvedic practice, known by its Sanskrit name, Sarrata &
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The burs are buoyant and readily dispersed in water.

The burs hooked projections are adapted to “hltc:hhlkmg\ v
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natme of \ " ‘Q’\
- North America, and member of the Aster famlly, cocklebur forms extenswe L
< monocultures along the banks of artificial reservoirs \1‘ ‘
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W|Id Teasel (Dlpsacus fullonum) Introduced from
" Europe as a garden ornamental
and escaped into the wilds.

2r heads used to "tease out

'S losive growth
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Sulfur Cinquefoil
(Potentila recta)
Introduced from Europe.

Because it is avoided by livestock,
it can form near monocultures,
crowding out native vegetation.
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Part of the great Eagle Watershed i
a stream runs (map) about 48 kilometers in length,
dropping from 2,200 to- 600 m., a fall of 1,600 m.
Along the way, the water makes an amazing journey
».»«. of purification, a ribbon of life pulsing,
renewing itself rnythmically = -
~about twice every day. 7

outmoded massive dams, the rising temps of climate change, &esp. nutrient pollution from AG. runoff :
The green pictured here is cyanobacteria, a kind of “water weed.” or blue-green algae, as thick as paint. :

WATER of the WALLOWAS—rowmg from prlstme purlty, to dlsturblng pollutlon....
If we wish to understand a culture in its deepest sense, follow the water. What water means. How
water is used. How we image it: Is water alive? Is it sacred? Or is it merely a resource? And if water

-

IS merely a resource Who owns It7 Who controls it? .;_.- s B | el .
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ON THE WAYSIDE ...

for Owenuma Blue Sky

What's a weed but the unwanted noise
of another man’s music.

But beyond the margin,

~ that little strip of uncultivated life

" to the side of a well-traveled road,
rank growth is my splendor.

Everything needs a place to be,

and here, even the weeds feel at home,
a free space where the troublesome
have gathered together, un-

folding their own songs,
flowering
in peace.

(The Alps,
Winter of 1987)
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| &, PRICKLY LETTUCE has a long history as
a végetable—it’s a close relative of garden lettuce,
€ if§ more bitter taste—and can be eaten both raw
aand cogked. The'bitterness is‘€aused by .an abundance
Iky sapr'Use by the Greeks dates back to before
‘ ae*time of Socrates (9th century Bce.) to Pythagoras,
% - QU e 4 calling i Eun/u.éh. his was becilse of its reported
,\/‘ s abilityo-.cause firination and relieve an excess of
% ‘&ros or seXual'desire. ANOTHER interesting common name
' SS PLANT jfor the ¢ |stipcti\@ manner in which
pperleaves twist dround to'hold their margins
upright, an idea for SOLAR biongmicryss
, |
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Prickly Letttice or Compass Plant, sk

characteristic white veins\anad-fine=p
‘_‘\‘ \
~ -
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Fleeceflower, a perennial, with shoots
appearing directly after snowmelt at 2300 m.

Rusty-red of Fleeceflower is the signature
color of mountain fall in the Wallowas
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Stinging Nettle (Urtica
inject a mix of histamine

concentrated (in the past)
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Muhakum leaves, fresh or dried, can
be used to prepare an arorﬂ@tlc if
slightly bitter tea, good for Bronchial
problems and also slightly ,’ \
sedative. '

Muhakum (Shoshone) or Curly-top Gumweed (Grindelia squarrosa),.a

widely-distributed, native biennial/ perennial of the Sunflower family.. Curly-top Gumweed ﬁ
r has been negatively selected as a wayside weed in chiefly two ways: (1)1t has a two meter 2
, deep taproot which makes it highly drought telerant; (2) Cattle leave it standing.
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THE PINE WHITE (Neophasia menapia) -
& THE KNAPWEED (Centaurea maculosa)—
one of the most notorious weeds in the West
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