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Tommy McClure, master farrier, former
rodeo cowboy, & new resident of Eagle Valley . . .



Frank Randall, Eagle Valley old-timer with 60
years of experience packing & hunting
in the High Wallowas on horseback . . .



Weighing gear. Each packhorse can carry up to 50 k
(100 Ibs) on both sides, but the loads must be carefully
balanced . . .



New shoes for my horse, Rubin. Tommy’s been
bucked off some 500 rodeo broncos; he’s

also shoed more than a 100,000 animals,

mostly race horses. . .












Tightening up a diamond knot. The more carefully
the horse is packed, the less likely he is to fall . . .






Sawbucks—Each of the four packhorses gets both
a wet and dry blanket, after which the sawbuck
IS Strapped on . . .









Frank’s horse, Buckskin—the saddle is handmade
by local Eagle Valley craftsman, Bill Adams . . .



Cornucopia Lodge, (1445 m / 4800 ft)—popular
starting point in the South Wallowas for the Pine
Lakes & Norway Basins, as well as Little Eagle
Meadows & the East Lakes area . . .






Riding through the Pine Lakes Burn
(VII.2005) . ..















Arriving at East Lakes Reservoir
(2217 m [/ 7272 ft), our first camp . . .
























Dropping down Blue Creek to the South Fork
of the Imnaha . . .









Dipper Falls . . .



Krag Peak Creek . ..









Krag Peak Basin—view southwest, VII.2.2009



Krag Peak Basin—26 days later, view east . . .






Form emerges out of movement; it is
the outward envelope of the rhythmic pulse
of change.


















. . . blue line of recent (* 1912 ?) glacier
terminal moraine, the rock wall left behind
after the ice retreats . . .















Part of our route on day
4. ..



Wranglers go in style!
























Every well-made path was once only
a possibility.

Because it is well-made, hard use
only makes it more beautiful.









“Stuck in Tuck”™—when a good horse won't
go down a bad, rocky trail . . . at Tuck Pass . . .


















Coming into Little Eagle Meadows . . .
























Looping back to the old mining town of Cornucopia






Here are a few of the Wallowa wildflowers
we saw along the way . . .



Mountain Balm (Monardella odoratissima)



Mountain Balm (Monardella odoratissima) skyview



Whitestem Frasera (Frasera albicaulis)



White Bog Orchid (Plantanthera dilatata)



Mountain Death Camas (Zygadenus elegans)



Mountain Death Camas (Zygadenus elegans) skyview



Subalpine Arnica (Arnica rydbergii)



Oval-leaf Buckwheat (Erigonum ovalifolium var. nivale)



Alpine Yarrow (Achillea millefolium var. alpinum)



Alpine Yarrow (Achillea millefolium var. alpinum) detail
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Pictures for sale? Nothing fades faster than
an Art that has descended to the level of being
no more than its own commercial.



Pictures for sale? Nothing fades faster than
an Art that has descended to the level of being
no more than its own commercial.

See the flower cluster that advertises itself with
showy, yet infertile blooms along its periphery.
No need to remind it that real nectar must be
offered at its center to attract for long.



Daniel Murray, Lamplight Cafe at Hampton Station (pop. 11)
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at
the PicturePoems online store
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Thanks for viewing!

You can contact
Cliff Crego at
crego(@picture-poems.com
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